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of some hundred and thirty thousand dollars in the Brook-
lyn Navy Yard, when he was Paymaster of the Yard, for
which he could not account, and after some two years or
more ... he was dismissed, having in the mean time, through
the influence and activity of powerful friends, had oppor-
tunity to go before Congress. A few months since, Marshal
Murray and a Treasury detective brought a parcel   of
thieves and burglars here, who, they said, confessed them-
selves to be the robbers. But as the case was outlawed by
lapse of time, no punishment could be inflicted on the
wretches if actually guilty, which is questionable, to say
the least, and as they had no characters, their acknow-
ledgments I consider unreliable and unworthy of credit.
In bringing up the case to-day, Mr. Berrett said one rea-
son for the delay in pressing the subject before Congress
was the difficulty which he experienced in getting the act
of March 2, 1865, through Congress.  This act says, if an
officer is dismissed by the President, he may demand a court
martial, and if not granted within six months, he shall be
reinstated.   I asked if Belknap procured that law to be
passed, and he said he with others did. "Then/3 said I,
"he expected after leaving the service that a court martial
could reappoint him. The Constitution gives all appoint-
ments to the President and Senate, but Congress may ~by
law give inferior appointments to the President alone,
heads of Departments, or judges.  It does not confer this
authority on courts martial, and as Belknap is out, and
has been out for several years, I am not prepared to say
that he is restored because there has been no court martial
in his case." Senator Thomas said this was anew view of
the case, and the two left, Berrett saying the case should
be submitted.

September 24, Tuesday. At the Cabinet-meeting Seward
proposed that it should be understood that we had no
more ironclad or naval vessels to sell. He said the Turks
were making application and it would be annoying. I said